The detection of anti-Treponema pallidum (Tp) IgM antibodies may be useful in the diagnosis of very early syphilis, re-infection and in the assessment of the newborn.
We evaluated 2 enzyme immunoassays and 1 line immunoassay (LIA) assay for the detection of anti-Tp IgM in blood specimens.
Blood specimens collected from patients presenting with a syphilitic ulcer, and specimens (N=3 for each ) containing antibodies against Epstein Barr Virus, Leptospira sp, Borrelia sp, Plasmodium sp, Herpes Simplex Virus 1 and 2 and specimens from pregnant women were analyzed.
The specimens were tested using: The highest sensitivity was found with the IgM recomLine line immunoassay. The sensitivity increased further when borderline results were considered positive. Cross reactivity with a specimen containing anti-malaria antibodies was found for the Euroimmun assay. We observed that Anti-Tp IgM antibodies could be detected before RPR reactivity and that they could remain present for months even after successful treatment. 
